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Facts About Lamplighters

And Street Lamps of City
Nambar of gM lamps about 0000 naphtha lamps 1700
Number of lamplighters in District 102

Thraefourtha of lamplighters Italians from same locality
Bighty work for gas company 22 for gasolene Company
Oldest lamplighter In city Domenico Torrillo aged sixty
Followed his calling for twentyfour years of them in Wash-

ington
lights 177 lamps nightly with aid of young ion

35 cents a month for each lamp
Monthly income 961U sum earned yearly 71340-

Go lamplighters pay 35 cents a month a lamp
Bach lights about 100 lamps on an
Naphtha lamplighters pay 40 to 65 cents
Sack lights about 73 lamps
Total years pay for all the gas lamplighters 37800
Total years pay for all the naphtha lamplighfors on 0 cent av-

erage 10800
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ASHINCrTON 1 still
practically a ItS
lighted city

the sleotrle
light was invented
nearly a eneration

age the TUS li ht has not been re
pJeeed by the more modern method of
H fctteg and over threefourths of

the of this city are still lighted
by 88 The day will probably
here as it has already come in many
other of the country when the

eity will be lighted at night by
the tern1 or two of a switch Whan
that day does come it will mean the

twreeqae of OUt manifold forms of
modern labor It will mean the pass-

ing away ef the welcome street lamp
ngfcter

at the hour of gioantlna when

assume fantastic shapes of strange
and unknown animals and when man
turns front his labor of the day 10 seett
the quiet repose of his nome the

come to light for us our way
along the darkeninc highways and by-

ways of the blackening city Aa evil
wetoome arrival is this scatterer of
gloomy airht welcome to all except
those who prefer the protecting
of darkness ao that they may carry-
on their business of plunder and law

i undaunted and unafraid

KaTeT jXiBfls the Weather
In winter and summer alike often

in the blinding snow or the driving
rain the pelting hail and the biting
north wind does this faithful guard-
ian and protector of our homes make
his daily rounds Oa cold gray winter
days when the heavy snow clouds

early hi the sky and when the thick
fat white sttowflakes begin to fall
toward evening the children sit at
the window and watch for the lamp
tighter At he comes hurrying up
the street with his little ladder thrown
over his shoulder and his hands thrust
deep into his trousers pockets The

Is lighted and the actual world
of brick house hind dull gray clouds
is at ones transformed into a fairy-
land were lights gleam and flicker
through the darkness of the

dome of blackness
The patriarch of the lamplighters

In the city of Washington is Itomen
TorrUlo of 1705 P street northwest

He In a wellknown figure in the
Northwestern section of the city and
he may be seen any day walking
briskly along with his little ladder
over his shoulder and his lone meer
ciuulm pipe In his mouth for la spite
of his hurry he can enjoy his smoke
as he goes along His lone
raoustsehios hang far down on either

of his favorite pipe

CMys First White Lantplfcwtor-

Pereenlee has been in lamp
lighting business longer than any ether
man in Washington and he was one of
the Art white men to take up the
work hi this city He has been lighting
lampe h Washington for the last ten
years and before h eame here he
engaged la the same work in Long Is-
land City for fourteen ye ra Domen

f agi but he
leeks AS strong and as hearty aa a man
of forty has been in America
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twentysix years having come to this
country from Pletrnrcr near Naples
Italy Ha came to America te secure
a better living than fee could make in
his native country Before coming
over he was for a number of years an
officer in the Italian army

In addition to his street lamp busi-
ness Dewenleo has a fruit and candy
store at the corner ef Eighteenth and
T streets northwest He has three
fine daughters new almost grown to
womanhood and two sons one of
whom is married The younger
Michael helps his father to light
lamps He is a bright and active boy
about twelve years of age The terri-
tory which Domenico has to cover is
a large one extending from Q to T

and from Seventeenth street to
Sheridan Circle Domenleo and his son
iigfct 177 lamps every evening

Besides himself and his son Domen
lee has two nephews Nicholas Tor
ilio and Leonardo Gegliardl sad other
relatives who are engaged in the asm a
work in city Leonardo has junt
come to Washington hailing been alampllshter In Yorkers N Y forthe past Ave years ever since he came
to this country He is a little betterpaid for his work here than he was in
Yonkers Nicholas TorrJIlo has beenassisting since last Rummer to install
the new incandescent Welsbach burn-
ers in the lamps throughout the city

ThroeFourths Arc Italians
Threefourths of the lamplighters n

the city are sons of Italy andnearly all of them come from the samecity in their native land In other
eupations in which these happy peopleare engaged It 1 also true that these
who are doing the same kind t
work come from the same dtetrtet IB
Italy

Another man who has been lighting
street for a long time is Peter
Petrilk who hen made his living In
this manner ever since he came to
America nearly twenty years agolie has been lighting In Washington
for about nine yearn having been doleg thl work in and around New
York before here

John Belle IH another veteran at
buAineM having been at it for

about twenty years nine ef which
have In Wahlnton He

naphtha Limps In Langpdon-
TTntli within about a year ago the

oldest lamplighter In the District was
Daniel Ryan who been engaged-
m this work for nearly forty years

Ryan over years of
ag when finally from his

coup tlon because of
his ego and infirmities

ti X
Gasolene Introduced In 1895

The first lamps were Intro
dnced into tbts city in the summer
of J R of the modern Wels

seven or eight years age
These were placed at first
on Sixteenth trent H and
Scott circle and along

avenue from Fourteenth street
to Dumbarton circle

At the present time the larger part
of the city Is lighted by the new In
qan t M nt Wetefcaeh burners Domin
ice Torrillo Was the first lamplighter
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In Waenmptw IB light the AVelsbach
lamps TW new company be-

gan te lent them up during the latter
part of last and twe last oC

them been put in place
Aloty th main ear the city J

lighted by electricity but the
rest of It s lighted either by gas er
gasolene

The alleys In the outlying dlstriet
are provided with naphtha lamps

There are nearly MOC street
lamps in Washington and about 1799
naphtha lamps

There was a time when the streets
Washington were not artificially light-
ed on moonlight nights They were
lighted according to what was knewa
as a moonlight schedule This meant
that the company which had the con
tract was obliged to furnish light on
all nights when according to the cal-

endar the moon was not scheduled to
appear It frequently happened that
tho moon did not follow the schedule
laid out for it in the old farmers al-

manac and then Washington
dark unless the foreboding clouds ap
neared early enough in the day to al
low the city to order the streets lit
that night When the company was
obliged to provide light which tho

moon failed to provide forthem the city paM tho company fortheir excess light Now the streets arelighted no matter how brightly Mister Moon shoos his gentle rays
It

Moonlight Schedule
The moonlight schedule system oflighting was discontinued on July i
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ome obs Performed By Modern Photoranhers
modern photographer haa

queer Jobs to perform sometimes
Time was when a photographer
was simply a man who eat In

his gallery and waited for people to
some sad have their pictures takes
but now the age la one of
tics end the assignment

is one of the products of the times
Making photographs to b used as

cases furnishes a
good source ef revenue to some pho

A York broker In
Wall street upon a letter
addressed to his wife written in lan-
guage whose warmth could scarcely e
misunderstood and signed with anothermans name He took the letter to

distinctly
The replaced the
in exactly the that he

sound but said nothing to his wife
his time and brought suit for

divorce The wife was defiant untilth husband
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tike SW love letters When the Job
was finished she bought the negatives
from which the prints lord been made
and destroyed them in thepher8 presence The photographer
asked no questions It was nono ofmy business ho said But I ampretty sure She was the woman to
whom the letters were addressed

she to Give them up
for a stipulated amount but before
cctpied for future use Imagine the

of the poor man after oomforting himself with the thought thatnow is no black andran against him to be con
fronted ith the reproductions of his

and to be forced to
realize the woman he had grown
tired of hold on him yet

which art to be usedae evidence In damage suitsare common Atographers small daughter
were crossing OTK Once when

cart which been struck by
it street car They ere not serious
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and father posed Insuch a manner as
mud with which plasteredto the best advantage photographs were presented to thestreet company whichily accepted as ovidenece ofand liberally paid for thedresses ruined

Society women are tho best sources
and unusual photographsSeveral of them are quite having their collections of Jewels takenA woman once upon a NewYork photographer to have her por

trait To his amazement whenshe lifted her veil he Fiw that herface was covered with spots and scars
He rather wondered at desire to

pictured such a face oa this un
til he that her photo was to
be used aa evidence in suit against

ly hurt but
lIon In the mud the summer

which the wearingruined The husbands studio wasand hurried thither as thenearest As asthe circumstance was explained the
them
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1S69 The lamplighter now appears
regularly every day in the year In
the long days of summer he does not
start on his daily round until late in
the evening but In the short days of

a beauty specialist who had treated
herSome society woman are fond of
having their more prominent charms

Requests for pictures
are quite common andone woman had a photo taken of herbare feet of she was very

proud Society women who are proud
of the shapeliness of their limbs are

customers Photos of thefoot and leg encased in silk stockingare sometimes ordered There arejyellknown society women too whoare quite fond of posing in classical
but scant costumes

One of the hardest Jobs he over had
according to one camera expert was
given him by a society matron of
more than ample proportions who
wanted a photograph of herself made
for her son who was out West and
had not seen her for some years She
particularly insisted that her adipose
figure should be trimmed down to
graceful girlish lines and that her
face should be represented without a

Photographed

December he is obliged to begin light-
ing up a little after 4 oolock

Each lamplighter in the city is pro-
vided with a threemonth schedule
showing the time each week at which

¬

¬

wrinkle It gave the
several days of hard work In retouch
ing but at he succeeded in mak-
ing the picture present a svelte lithe
creature without a semblance to the
original But the plothorlc old dame
was Immensely pleased and went away
secure In the belief that her son would
be too

Sometimes an order that a camera
man gets suggests a whole life story
One photographer tells a story of besent for to go to a certain mans
home On reaching his room he found-
a theatrical costumer busily engaged-
In making up his customer to rep
resent Lear The transformation com-
pleted Lear had himself photographed-
six times in his own garden and or
dered the finished prints to be sent toan adress in another town Half an
hour after the photographer had re
turned to his office he Yearned that
his customer had Just committed sui
cide
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Ie must begin lighting and also the
time at which he must begin

The earliest hour at which
he begins lighting is 413 p m and the
latest is 707 while the earliest hour
at which he starts forth to the merit-
Ing is 214 and the latest 657 This la-

the schedule for the gas lighters
The naphtha lamplighters are obliged

to start aa hour or eo earner each
evening for it takes them longer to
get their lamps lighted The gas

are supposed to finish their lighting
IK an hour while It takes the naphtha
lighters from two to three hours ac-

cording to the distance which they

must cover Each gas lighter has a
route which Includes a hundred more
or lamps and he receives X
cents a month for each lamp The
naphtha lighters have about 7S lamps

extin-
guishing

lees

light-

ers
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¬

apleee and receive from te 3
for each lamp

On the outlying country roads
whece the Jumps are apart and
where cask lighter needs a horse aad
wagon they reeds than in the
city where the lights are close to-

gether

Tufce Bntiro Care of Lamps
The lighters are obRged to take ft

tire care ef their lamps working
days in the week and cleaning rht
lamps at least once a week T
gasolene lighters IB addition to ri r-

ing their lamps must make l i

rounds to till them with eO Son

take their oil snrand te small iusi
carts while others nave s UrN i

wagon
There are over a mmdied lanr

lighters In the entire District etsiv
of whom work for the gm comps
and twentytwe for the gasolene
paRr Their work is inspected
only by companies for whom

working but also by omclals of

the District government
Michael Lavertoe is superintends

of the naphtha gas lighters He
to this country from Poteasa Italy
twenty years ago and has been wire
street lighting concerns here and
where for fourteen years

Domenick Prone wbo recer
came to this city to start in U
lampilghting business was former
the foreman of a gang of me country-
men who worked on the railroad bar
a number of his m n got in the wa
of passing trains and were killed ar I
Domeniek received the blame for these
accidents HO he decided to give up
such dangerous business and become
a lamplighter

First Lamps here In 1S4S

George Washington was a lad seven
years of age when Dr James Clayt
of England began his experiments
with coal gas but the Last Room
the White House was not lighted
gas until fifty years after Washington
had been laid to rsst at Mt r
The first gas lights were introduc i

into this city in led and burned wt
was known as solar gas This c

tt per thousand cubic while co
gas was being used in some oth
cities at a cost of 9S50 per thousand
but the solar gas company claimei
that their gas was cheaper in the en
than the other kind because it furnish-
ed so much superior light solar mean
lag like the
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Childrens Narrow Escape

from Falling Mill Walls

OF
THE many tales of hah

breadth escapee that have
been told few are more thrill

than that of two children
Margie and Herman Octon of listen
Minn Not long ago the biggest build
lug in Uston the great fivestory brick
flouring mill of the Farmers Cereal
Company of was destroyed by
tire the only salvage that appeared to
remain from the wreck being the heavy

wall on th eastern side a tower-
ing mass of brick and mortar two
feet thick 1M long and nftytwe

high
The company the Insurance adjust-

ers and the town building inspector
were all of the opinion that the wall
was strong enough to use in rebuild
ing the mill and preparations for
erecting a new mill were bogus One
afternoon when a gang of workmen
was clearing out the debris a sudden
heavy gut of wind came rushing
across the river flats and struck the
great clifflike face of the flreblaek-
eaed wall Some of them looking up
saw the wan sway and totter
some Illbalanced bricks tumbled from
the top Aa they shouted a warning-
a low grinding noise was heard and
then with a slow majestic movement
like a severed monarch of the forest
tottering In fill toe thousands of
tons and out of
the perpendicular and with-
in five feet ground swept down
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ward through the air with the resist-
less force of a Niagara of rock

Every workman escaped with ear
But from such of them as were look-

Ing backward ever as they reach
safety themselves a cry of mm
went up for away beck near t
foundations of the wall and moving
slowly along in the wake of the ru
was a little not over five ref-
old Margie daughter of Sherm i-

iOotoit who a few seconds before h i

crept through an opening in the wall
the intention of investigating aa

Suddenly with a shout of Ru
Margie run the

splendidly strong
out of the ranks of spectator

and ran like the wind the ch t

and the falling wall Reaching Ma r s-

In a few bounds he swooped her
In his arms and turned again to r
to safety

Herman ran like the wind
wall had gained a terrific
it was it would be ui Ti

him before he could get beyond
its reach In a second boy and chiii
passed out of sight under the

of brick and mortar and as t
roar of Its fall tilled the air and t
solid wall crushed Into a disorganize i
mass the entire scene was blotted u
by a great cloud of acrid dust

Then out of this Impenetrable f 3
came to the ears of all the cry of a
child of Margies votes followed u
once by comforting words from Her-
man and In a moment more
emerged from the cloud wholly u
jured and tarrying his sister in n

to wu ping on beyond

Herman
girls brother

and athletic 1
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the Disappearing of the De Kovens
Continued from First Page

known Washington to drift
across their threshold It was not
long before they were enjoying the
acquaintance of Herbert Wads
worths Miss Evelyn Walsh Mme

Hengelmueller wife of the Aus-

trian ambassador some of the
British embassy crowd the Count
ess Marguerite Casslni Mme Nelka
de Smirnoff niece of Mrs Herbert
Wadsworth and in fact many
members of the diplomatic circle
Mrs De Kovcn then began a siege
of teas and box parties

Pretty soon along came Mrs Ho-

bart Chatfield Chatfteld Taylor
from Chicago to help them the
Alps so to speak They took up
their domicile in Massachusetts ave-

nue
Society folk here are agreed that

Miss Ethel De Kovens debut in the
winter of 19045 was not well at
tended

One night after the Chatfield
Taylors had nrrived for the cam
paign there was a great froufrou
ing of silken sldrts up the De
Koven front steps Surely some
thing was doing

For some time after this evening
reception whenever anyone who
was known to have attended was
approached and asked about what

began
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had happened would ensue a
most profound and sullen silence

Then some one whispered some
thing to somebody some one gig-

gled and the word was passed that
there had been such a funny part
at the De Kovens on that nigl t-

It va8 hinted that had
arrived in fancy costume and that
3oi e of the costumes were so un-

usual as to In startling All sorts
of characters it was reported were
represented and not all of them
cowled monks by any

X
That Symphony Orchestra

Such a sputtering as this city sel-

dom has heard in musical cliques
followed the dismal failure of D

Koven in conducting the Washing-
ton Symphony Orchestra concerts
While it has been asserted he did
not put any of his own money into
the enterprise he succeeded in s

interesting a number of wealthy
music lovers that they contributed
generously to the support of th
plan only to lose heavily in the
endIt has been claimed that The
CavgDwellers of Washington so-

ciety a a clever woman
them meaning thereby the really
ultraexclusive set whose members
Are supposed to live largely in the

never dW take the De

December 16 1906

the guests

P

means

j

up
ovens

there

l
f

test g

ap k

>

¬

¬

¬


